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as follows:- 


MORNING PAPERS .. FRIDAY, 29th OCTOBER, 1937. 


EVENING PAPERS .. FRIDAY, 29th OCTOBER, 1937. 


EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT - SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 1937. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer some 
indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have 
been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 


Employment in Factories: The estimated number of persons employed in 
Australian factories in 1936-37 was 15, greater than in the pre-depression years of 
1928-29, and 6% greater than in the year 1935-36. When the growth in employee popu- 
lation is taken into account, the 1936-37 index-number was 4% greater than the 1928-29 
and the 1935-36 figures, which were equal. During 1936-37 the latter index increased 
steadily for the first six months, and, for the second six months remained steady at a 


level about 7% higher than the average for 1935-36. 





The following are the estimated percentage increases in factory employment 
from July, 1936 to July, 1937 (the last month for which figures are available for all 
States) - New South Wales, 8.9%; Victoria, 6.2%3 Queensland, 6.7%3 South Australia, 
9.7%3 Western Australia, 2.2%; Tasmania, 5.6%; Australia, 7.4%; Australia (after 
taking account of the growth of employee population), 6.4%. 


Employment in Retail Stores: The index-numbers for Australia for the 
year 1936-37 indicate a 25% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the first date 
for which figures are available), and a 6% increase since 1935-36. When the growth of 
employee population is taken into account increases are 20% since July, 1933 and 5% 
since 1935-36. 


The following are the estimated increases in employment in retail stores 
from June, 1936 to June, 1937 (the last month for which figures are available for all 
States) - New South Wales, 5%3 Victoria, 7%; Queensland, Nils South Australia, 1%3 
Western Australia, 473; Tasmania, 7%; Australia, 4%; Australia (after taking account 
of the growth of employee population), 3%. 

ANNUAL INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES - (Base: Year 1928-29 = 100) 









oe Mies Australian 
New : South |Western ‘ 
Vic- jQueens- Aus= Index 
South : ; Aus- Aus- : be 
ie toria | land Eo tralia| divided by 
Wales tralia 
Tees Sate ip Index of 
Number of Employee 


employees in | 180,806 |156,568 145,031 |36,807| 20,804 |10,466 |450,482| Population 
1928-29 














1926-27 99 101 98 93 100 105 
1927-28 99 100 99 98 100 102 
1928-29 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1929-30 90 96 95 94 93 92 
1930-31 (a3 80 84 70 75 73 
1931-32 70 82 80 64 75 72 
1932-33 17 92 83 71 82 78 
1933-34 85 100 89 78 90 84 
1934-35 97 108 96 85 100 92 
1935-36 107 ew 100 101 109 100 
1936-37 (a) 115 ee 106 107 115 104 
eee ene 
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(a) Estimated. Based on returns from sample factories. 


(b) Revised. 


le 


WALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS FERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES 
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(a) Estimated. Based on returns from sample factories. 

























1937 - 


Average 
ih 


Period 


1933-34 
1934-35 
" 1935-36 
™Y 1936-227. Gb) 


1935 =- July oe 
August oe 
September oe 
October aia 
November ee 
December oe 

1936 - January ce 
February ee 
March oe 
April oe 
May oe 
June a 


July (b) Sa 
August (b) .. 
September (b) 
October (b) o- 
November (b) 
December (b) 


January (b) .. 
February (bv) 

March (b) .. 
April (b) ee 
May (b) oa 
June (bd) = 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT (a) 


(BASE: Average for year 1928-29 = 100) 
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93} 89] 92] 86} 99} 90 92 
101} 97]100} 96/108 |100! 89 99 
112]103 {110107 {116 109; 98] 105 
118] 101 }114}115 }118 }115} 104] 105 
104} 98]103]102 108 }104| 94 98 
105} 941102/103 ]112]105} 95] 101; 97 
106} 93]103]104 ]115]107| 96] 104] 98 
109} 964106}106 |117]109| 98] 106/100 
113} 98]109]1 8|1181]111} 100] 107/102 
116} 104 {113/108 {118 }111} 100] 106]102 
117/104 {114/106 {112/107} 97] 101 
119/122 {120/108 ]119]111} 99] 107j)101 
1194116 |118}110 }122}113! 101 ; 1104103 
115 |105 113 110 j116 j112 100 | 106 
114]105 {112 )110 4119 113} 101] 106 
113 {103 |111]110 |116 }211} 100 | 104 
110] 99/108 }111 {111/111} 101 99 
109] 89/104}110{133 1111} 101] 102 
112| 96/108]113 }117}113} 101 | 104 

© 115] 98]111]113 1174114} 103] 104 

a 120} 99}125/114]117/115| 104] 105 

4 120}101 116/114 }117]115} 103 | 104 

B 

2 121] 97/1161111 ]112/112} 102 {| 100]101 

5 126 }]110/1221116 ]122]118] 105] 108]106 

= 126 ]1171124}116 |124j118] 106 | 110/107 
121]103/117/116 j126}119} 105] 112/107 
119] 99/115]119]120;120] 108] 106]108 
119} 99}/115]/1201120]220] 109] 106/108 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT 











(Continued ) 
ae Australian Index | 
New South E . y South Western ; .. |divided by Index 
ee Wales Victoria Queensland eer ct nme Tr eee anes Tasmania Australia of Employee 
eriod 
Me Population 
M F ay M iy T M Fr Mh M Fr ab MW F ap MW F ap Mi F at M F T 
1937 = July (b) Beep) NOD eceme ors 119 127 |115 |123 |113 [113 |113 {117 |109 J115 }108 |105 {107 |118 |100 J114 j120/115 }119| 109 ; 102 |107 
August (b) .. ) 121 126 {127 }123 | - | - | = |115 110 [115 |108 j206 j108 }116 | 93 ]111} - 
Number of Factories in Sample ALeyent 100 150 114 
Percentage of employees in ie % 4 4 io pp % 
sample in 1935-36 86 Pade 47 54 33 60 8} 
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(a) This table has been revised from July, 1935. The indexes for 1935-36 are based on the final factory returns. From July, 1936 the 
indexes have been recomputed on the basis of the 1935-36 final figures. 


(b) After June, 1936 indexes are based on sample returns. The indexes of total employment are based on total employment in sample fac- 
tories. The male and female indexes are based on separate returns for males and females in 5 States (excluding New South Wales) 


adjusted so that the total of males and females agrees with the estimate of total employment. 


(c) Industrial dispute involving about 3,000 men. 


MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES 


(Base: July, 1933 = 100) 








Australian 
Index 
















New A 
Western | Tas-] Aus~- |divided by 
beste Bou Australia|Australia|mania|tralia| Index of 
Wales 
Employee 
tee b ey Peer Population 
Average 1933-34 103 106 104 103 
uf 1934-35 kay 108 112 LO) 
M 1935=36 1s} male 119 116 
" 1936-37 124 119 eo 120 
1935 - July sic 116 109 115 112 
August .. 113 108 HS) 111 
September TAs} LOT ela, 112 
October LS 107 BUY 114 
November 119 110 120 WUE 
December 33 120 33 130 
1936 - January 116 aS 120 116 
February UIE Lil 7 120 Wavy 
March .. Way aR 119 116 
Moov aa 118 SIE 119 d2u5 
May 56 119 alee ga aay 
June es 120 HeeS Alaa. 117 
July aie 22 107 Deal 117 
August .. 120 ak} 120 116 
September 120 115 120 116 
October WL 116 122 118 
November 123 119 125 Abas 
December Vey) 132 138 isis) 
1937 - January 23 120 | 125 120 
February 20 122 | 125 120 
March oe 123 118 123 118 
Aprad et. 124 120 124 119 
May te 126 zat 126 120 
June 50 126 ea 126 121 
July oe LA 124 - - 
August .. 126 121 ~ - 
September - = = - 
Number of 
establishments now 599 14 939 939 


furnishing returns 
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AND QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, 
and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wagex tax, and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales 
has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on 
employment in New South ‘/ales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners. The 
data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
Contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All available wage-earners 
a) Including and nd (b Bee Audi ng as employed the full-time equivalent of 
aes engaged part-time on relief works. 















Percentage of all who are dependent on 
and available for _employment 


~(a) Inelud Including as employed the (b) In Including all part-time 











Period full-time equivalent of all relief workers as 
part-time relief workers unemployed 


Employed 








Unemployed Employed Unemployed 
























P : = 
Census of 30th June, ‘ ‘ ig je 

1933 ____ 144 25.6 MEGS 26.5 

1934 = June 18.9 78.0 PaO) 
1935 - June 86.6 13.4 Sari 16.3 
1936 - June eo 90.4 9.6 88.2 11.8 
July ae 90.9 9.1 88.7 UES} 

August .. 90.8 9.8 88.8 ine 
September 91.6 8.4 90.2 9.8 

October 92.9 Tel ONie5 8.5 
November Q3ien 6.8 OUPeAL Sac 
December 94.5 Died OS! 6.9 

1937 - January 92.1 7.9 90.8 Ar 
February SSe' 6.7 91.8 8.2 

March .. 93.2 6.8 91.9 Selb 

April .«. 93.7 6.3 92.4 TAS 

May ais 94.3 Diehl: 93.0 a® 

June ste 94.7 Sec 93.5 6.5 

July we 95.0 5.0 93.8 6.2 

August .. Eig 4.5 94.3 315 ff 








The indexes have been adjusted to allow for the estimated increase in the 
number of persons dependent on employment. At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 
persons dependent on employment returned themselves as unemployed by reason of illness, 
accident, etc. or “voluntarily”. This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons 
dependent on employment, is excluded from the above indexes, which relate to percentages 
of available wage-earners employed and unemployed. The approximate number of persons 
in private employment was 478,000 in June, 19333 519,000 in June, 19343 567,000 in 
June, 19353; 614,000 in June, 1936; 653,000 in June, 1937; and 661,000 in August, 


LOST. QUEENS LAND 


Employment and Unemployment among Men Wage and Salary Harners 
(a) Including as employed the | (b) Including "Intermittent 









; full-time equivalent of Relief Workers" as 
oe part-time relief workers unemployed 
Employed Unemployed Employed Unemployed 
Year 1933 19.8 20.2 Tee) 261 
1934 84.9 15.1 80.1 19.9 
ro3S 89.0 11.0 84.4 15.6 
1936 oe 92.3 7.7 87.4 12.6 

3 months ended - 

1936 - March .. 91.0 9.0 S565 14.5 
June ee 91.8 8,2 86.4 13.6 
September 94.7 5.3 89.9 10.1 
December 91.9 8el 88.1 11.9 
March es 91.4 8.6 87.8 HA 

i nie 93.6 664 90.0 10.0 
ag oe 94.0 6.0 90.3 Ont 
June oe 94.3 5.7 90.5 O55 

94.5 509 90.7 9e3 
94.9 5el 91.2 8.8 





The above table is in terms of full-time employment and unemployment. Normal 
seasonal variation is excluded. Allowance has been made for an estimated annual in- 
crease of 1.5% in the number of men dependent on employment. The approximate number of 
men in employment in July, 1937, pene Sees workers was 168,600. 


BULLDING PERMITS. 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by Building 
Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings and re- 


pairs. 


The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued in 
the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods shown. 








Alterations 










































Buildings Buildings Total Value 
Period for for Other and All Building 
Habitation Purposes Additions Operations 
& & a & 
1928=29 (a) .. 17,916,447 4,987,555 3,806,022 26,710,024 
1929-30 (a) .. 11,057,069 3,098,700 Zig 0 (Lg RO5 17,126,974 
1930-31 (a) .. 1,989,167 1,547,005 1,241,742 4,777,914 
1931-32 oe DLO ee yeicas) 1,848,257 1,225,680 4,607,262 
1932-33 ac 3,185,679 1,503,877 2,161,846 6,851,402 
1933-34 a 6,105,369 2,194,162 25885 4378 11,184,909 
1934-35 te 9,606,533 3,829,676 4,174,381 L/ GLO, O90 
1935-36 ee 12,342,910 5,144,668 4,484,819 AI, ot 
1936-37 ee Sl AeMLel fers 5,879,054 4,965,361 24,157,050 
Quarter ended - A 
1935 = September 3,428,704 1,275,712 1,088,729 5,793,145 
December Sellen 941,246 $1,159,741 4,880,508 
1936 - March .. 25946 ,420 HSS iitei 5 Sieh 1,009,013 5,333,970 
June oe 3,188,265 1,549,173 12275336 5,964,774 
September SGV Afslsyalche, 1,339,967 1,260,617 6,374,180 
December 299985439 1,528,840 1,156,227 5,683,206 
j 1937 - March .. 2,803,838 1,034,605 1,076,238 4,914,681 
June ee Sy( 31,068 Lt yOLe 1,472,279 7,184,983 
(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney. 
BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS 
OF EACH STATE. 
Sydney {Melbourne |Brisbane |Adelaide Hobart 
Period and and and and and Total 
ese ae Suburbs | Suburbs Suburbs [Suburbs [Suburbs | Suburbs - 
£'000 £'000 £'000 £"000 | 
1928-29 o (a)9,715 7,661 25440 04291 
1929-30 ~ (a)5,810} 5,576 1,414 15,897 
1930-31 oe (a)1,005 1,434 1,098 4,335 
1931-32 ae 995 heeou! 876 4,607 
1932-33 ae 2,207 25568 123 6,851 
1933-34 ae 4,142} 4,218 L052 11,185 
1934-35 ate 7,632 5 5604 1,654 17,611 
1935-36 ee 9,385 ily Ga 2yent 21,972 
1936-37 ata UO} age! T2999 A097, 24,157 
Quarter ended - 
1935 = September hy528| 1,788 574 5,793 
December 1,964] 1,646 533 4,880 
1936 — March .. 25456 1,784 411 5 334 
JUNG oe 5437 1,944 (Aus) 5,965 
September 2,840} 2,021 452 65374 
December Beoot Oras 633 55683 | 
1937 = March .. 950 665 387 
June ee 2,986 642 625 











(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations 
and additions in Sydney and suburbs. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER, 1937 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are, sim-~ 
ilarly to those published in the past, derived from returns furnished by Trade Unions. 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions for 
Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June quarter of 1932, when unemployment 
was at its maximum, to the September quarter of 1937, are as follows:- 


AUSTRALIA. 
1932 = June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1933 = March quarter poamn UM 
June i Sid) me 
September" ey aak " 
December “ Coen u 
1934 = March quarter FASE! A: Lb 
June i AO ARE AE 
September" 2054. "ON 
December " isgo) SG 
1935 - March quarter 18.6 " u 
June e Whisk 9 ey ¥ 
September" ase a My 
December " STE os ui 
1936 - March quarter Essa, Pe 
June ui Teaisk ui 
September" 125075 = 
December " MOR is 
1937 - March quarter ore Wy 
June 7 AY ie i 
September" Ohio Wi 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of August, 1937. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak point 
(30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June quarter of 1932, after an almost contin- 
uous rise since the March quarter 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent. After remaining 
fairly constant at 28.0 per cent. to 28.3 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 
1931 to February, 1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion 
of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of the membership. 


From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in the 
September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters the improvement was much 
more marked, amounting to 15 per thousand in the December quarter of 1932, and 16 per 
thousand in the March quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment 
stood at 9.3 per cent. for the September quarter 1937. This is the lowest percentage of 
unemployment since February, 1929, when it was also 9.3 per cent. Since the maximum 
point in May, 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 207 per 1,000 members, i.e. 
from 30.0 per cent. in May, 1932 to 9.3 per cent. in August, 1937. 


This improvement since May, 1932, has been experienced in all the States in 
the following order (per 1,000 members):- South Australia, 268; Western Australia, 2373 
New South Wales, 2273; Victoria, 182; Tasmania, 168; Queensland, 127. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


Number and Membership of Trade Unions Reporting and Number 
and Percentage of Unemployed 
March quarter, 1929 to September quarter, 1937. 










Australia Quarter] Quarter] Quarter /Quarter |Quarter |Quarter|Quarter|/Quarter 
1933 





Number of Unions 394 
Membership 420,7561413,742 |415,559 |422,113 |436,139 [443,446 |447,714/451,584 
Unemployed - Number 39,159] 124,068}106,652} 88,413] 52,482] 44,004} 43,584] 42,145 
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Reported as Unemployed_in each State 
March quarter, 1929 to September quarter, 1937 












March June 


L9n9 1932 








fe ts 

New South Wales 9.7 iste TORS 
Victoria ae 8.6 alteutl oreo 
Queensland .. (eal eres, Ta 
South Australia Wirz! Bee 8.4 
Western Australia 865 SOme 6.6 
Tasmania aie 8.7 2724 10.6 
TOTAL: 9.3 30.0 9.3 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statist- 
ician pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1930. 


ROLAND WILSON 


Commonwealth Statistician 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 


CANBERRA, F.C.T. 28th October, 1937 


